
Traffic Medicine
A Symposium

EDITOR'S NoTE: Almost a year ago the Editorial Board noted that
deaths and injuries due to automobile crashes in this nation in any
one year actually exceed the total number of deaths and injuries sus-
tained by Americans in the Vietnam War since it began.* This can
and should be viewed as an epidemic of major proportions adversely
affecting the health of the nation, and as such, a matter appropri-
ately of concern to physicians and the medical profession.

Most physicians are poorly informed about what is and is not
known about the causes of automobile crashes, what occurs when
they happen, the mechanisms which produce the' injuries that result,
and the problems of immediate care for the persons who sustain
these injuries. In fact the scope and subject matter of what might
be called "Traffic Medicine" and the role of physicians and the medi-
cal profession in advising patients, the public and automotive and
highway engineers, have received very little attention.

The Editorial Board suggested that a special issue of CALIFORNIA
MEDICINE might focus upon these problems of 'Traffic Medicine" and
begin to identify and define the scope and subject matter. The edi-
tors agreed. A guest editor for this purpose was selected. Dr. Ken-
neth E. Duffey is a general surgeon in private practice, who has far
more than a casual knowledge of what is involved in "Traffic Medi-
cine." This issue of CALIFORNLA MEDICINE, so far as is known, marks
the first time an attempt is made to examine authoritatively the prob-
lems of "Traffic Medicine" in a professional journal of general medical
interest.

The editors wish to express their thanks to Dr. Duffey for this
important contribution to the medical literature, and hope that it will
be of both professional and personal value t'o our readers, most of
whom take care of patients and drive automobiles. -MSMW

*War in Vietnam-1961-1970
Deatths:

Battle 44,249 Motor Vehicle Accidents-1970
Non-battle .9,067 Deaths-Total U.S. 54,800

Total .53.316 Disability Injuries-Total U.S........2,000,000
Wounded .... 293,442 (Beyond day of accident)
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